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Characteristics of Deaths from Suicide in Hyogo Prefecture
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Mortality data of suicide in Hyogo Prefecture were analyzed about both secular distortion and characteris-
tics of the region. The trend of suicide in Hyogo Prefecture was tended almost equal to that in Japan. The
number of suicide for the middle age increased after 1998, while that for the elderly decreased. In some age
groups less than 40 years old, suicide was the main cause of death. The peaks of mortality rates in urban
areas were observed in 1998-2000, while those for other regions were observed in 2001-2003. The decreasing ten-
dencies were not found in any regions. For males, empirical Bayes estimate of standardized mortality ratio
(EBSMR) of suicide revealed high tendency in the Shiso region and the Tanba region in 1998-2005. For females,
the same tendency was revealed in the southern part of Awaji region. It was thought that these results might
have been caused from the level of urbanization.
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Fig. 1  Time-trends of death number of suicide,
male, Hyogo Pref. (1970-2005)
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Fig. 2 Time-trends of death number of suicide,
female, Hyogo Pref. (1970-2005)
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Fig.3 Age-specific mortality of suicide by

birth-year (1895-1995), male, Hyogo Pref.
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Fig. 4  Age-specific mortality of suicide by

birth-year (1895-1995), female, Hyogo Pref.
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